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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

1 . (Amended) An article of manufacture for receiving a liquid sample, comprising 
a solid having a window and a sintered polymer, wherein a rfirstl second portion 
of the polymer overlies the window and a Fsecon dlfirst portion of the polymer 
overlies the surface of the solid without the vwndow; and wherein the polymer is 
sonically treated; whereby the void volume in the first portion is less than tiie 
void volume in the second portion. 

2. (Original) The articled of claim 1 , fiirttier comprising a means for adhering the 
sintered polymer to the solid. 

3. (Original) The article of claim 1 , wherein the liquid sample is selected fixwn the 
group consisting of blood, serum, plasma, sweat, tears, saliva, semen, 
cerebrospinal fluid, sputum, urine and cervical mucus or swabbings. 

4. (Original) The article of claim, 3, wherein the liquid sample is blood. 

5. (Original) The article of claim I, wherein the surface of the sintered polymer is 
hydrqphilic. 

6. (Original) The article of claim 1, wherein the sintered polymer further 
comprises a coating of detergent 

7. (Original) The article ofclaim 6, wherein the sintered polymer further 
comprises a coagulant 

8. (Original) The article ofclaim 1, further conq>rising a means for reacting with a 
liquid sample. 

9. (Original) The article ofclaim 8, wherein the reacting means is positioned 
between the sintered polymer and the window of the solid. 

1 0. (Original) The article ofclaim 8, wherein the means for leacting is a reaction 
layer. 

1 1 . (Original) Hie article of claim 10, wherein the reaction lay«- comprises a 
reagent that reacts with glucose. 

12. (Origmal) The article ofclaim 1 1 wherein tiie reagent is N-ethyl-N-2-hydroxy- 
3-sulfopropyl-3,5-dimethylaniline (MAOS). 
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13. (Original) A method for receiving a liquid sample, comprising the steps of 
applying a liquid sample to an article of claim 1 on ihe side of the sintered 
polymer opposite the window and allowing the sample to migrate toward the 
window, whereby the sample does not migrate away fix)m the window due to flie 
reduced void volume in the first portion. 

14. (New) The method of claim 1 3. wherein the article fiirflier comprises a meanjf 
for adhering the sintered polymer to the solid. I 

15. (New) The method of claim 13. wh erein the liquid sample is selected fram the 
group consisting of blood, ser um, plasma, sweat tears, saliva, semen. 
cerdM-ospinal fluid, sputunu urine and cervical mucus or swahbinp s. 

16. (New) The method of c laim 15. wherein the liquid sample is blo^ d^ 

17. (New) The method of claim 13. wherein t he surface of the sintered nolvmer is 
hY<ftophilic. 

18. (New) The method of claim 13. wherei n the sintered polvmer further comprises 
a coating of detergent. 

19. (New) The method of claim 1 8. wherein th e sintered polvmer further comp ri 
a coagulant 

20. (New) The meOiod of claim 13, wherein t he article further comprises a means 
for reacting with a liquid sample. 

21. (New) The method of claim 9 0, wVi grein the reacting means is positioned 
between the sintere d polvmer and the window of the solid. 

22. (New) The method of claim 2 0. wherein the means for reactin p ; a TT^flntinn 
layer, 

23. (New) The method of claim 2 2. wherein the reaction laver comprises a reagent 
that reacts with glucose. 

24. (New) The method of claim 23. wherei n the reagent is N-ethid-N-2^hvdroxv-3- 
svlffaprQpYH-3,5-d tmethYlann me (MAPS). 
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